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Inside This Issue ... 

Meet The Writers Spring Readings  

 

Elizabeth 

Alexander               

Tuesday  

March 2          

7p.m.       

Reid Cas-

tle 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Alexander is a poet, es-

sayist, playwright, and teacher. She 

has published five books of poems: 

The Venus Hottentot, Body of Life, 

Antebellum Dream Book, American 

Sublime, which was one of three 

finalists for the Pulitzer Prize, and 

her first young adult collection, 

Miss Crandall’s School for Young 

Ladies and Little Misses of Color. 

Her two collections of essays are 

The Black Interior and Power and 

Possibility. Most recently, she com-

posed and delivered “Praise Song 

for the Day” for the inauguration of 

President Barack Obama. She has 

received numerous awards, includ-

ing  the first Jackson Prize for Po-

etry in 2007, a National Endow-

ment for the Arts Fellowship, two 

Pushcart Prizes, and a Guggenheim 

fellowship.  

  

Phyllis   

Theroux 

Tuesday     

April 13,        

Reid Castle  

7p.m. 

 

 

 

             

Phyllis Theroux is an essayist, col-

umnist, teacher and author of the 

critically acclaimed California and 

Other States of Grace, a memoir; 

two collections of essays, Periph-

eral Visions and Nightlights: Bed-

time Stories for Parents in the 

Dark: an anthology, The Book of 

Eulogies; the children's book, Sere-

fina Under the Circumstances; a 

novella, Giovanni’s Light; and, 

most recently, The Journal Keeper: 

A Memoir (March 2010). A contrib-

uting essayist on the Newshour 

with Jim Lehrer, her columns, op-

ed pieces, reviews and feature sto-

ries have  appeared in various 

newspapers, including The New 

York Times, Washington Post, 

Christian Science Monitor, and In-

ternational Herald Tribune.  

 

A Note About Haiti  

The College Chaplain has desig-

nated Mass on Sunday January 

31 at 6:00 pm in the Chapel on 

the Manhattanville Campus in 

recognition of the Haitian peo-

ple. 

Individuals interested in helping 

those affected by the earth-

quake should make donations 

directly  to reputable organiza-

tions. A good source to consult 

is www.charitynavigator.org   

Manhattanville College has des-

ignated the American Red Cross 

and Partners in Health  for their 

fundraising efforts.   

Readings are open to the public. Reservations are required.  RSVP to  

sirabiank@mville.edu  or call (914) 323-5239                                                                  

http://www.charitynavigator.org


Page 2 NEWSLETTER FOR MANHATTANVILLEõS MASTER OF ARTS IN WRITING PROGRAM 

!!! The Inkwell Competition Winners !!! 
 

The 12th Annual  

Fiction Competition 

$1500 Grand Prize 

Aram Kim 

For Dancing On Knives 

Honorable Mention 

E.B. Moore 

For Where the Road Begins 

Judge: Alice McDermott 

 

Notable Finalists: 

Three Things to Do by Starkey Flythe 

The Best Date Ever by Daniel Austin Warren 

Settling Accounts by Joan Corwin 

 

 

 

The 13th Annual Poetry 

Competition 

$1000 Grand Prize 

Starkey Flythe 

For Most Like a Human Voice 

Honorable Mention 

Jim Knowles 

For Just Before 

Judge: Phillis Levin 

 

Notable Finalists: 

Nina Descending the Spanish Steps by Dan 

Preniszni                                                     

So How Do You Know by Alinda Wasner       

The Geologist’s Widow by Rachel Michaud 

  Submission and Publishing Workshops 
Beginning the Submission 

Process.                            

Instructor: Karen Sirabian   

Saturday, Feb. 13  1-3p.m.  

Barat House 

A hands-on workshop intended for 

those who have finished short sto-

ries, essays or poems that they 

would like to send out for publica-

tion. We will review submission ba-

sics (including cover letter, bio, 

preparation of manuscripts) and 

investigate appropriate markets, 

both print and online, Plan to bring 

the pieces you wish to submit, and 

a draft of your cover letter and 

short bio. Free to MAW students 

and alumni ($50 for non-MAW par-

ticipants).   A few spaces are left. 

 

 

Publishing Workshop.           

Instructor: Jan Kardys           

Saturday, March 27  10-4 p.m.. 

(light lunch included)                

Barat House 

 

A full-day workshop for those who 

have completed a manuscript—fiction, 

nonfiction, children’s/YA—and are 

ready to tackle the steps to publica-

tion: query letters, finding an agent, 

doing a marketing plan, building a 

website, and more. Led by literary 

agent Jan Kardys, president of  Black 

Hawk Literary Agency. MAW students/

alumni $30/others, $75 

Register for either workshop at sirabi-

ank@mville.edu  or call (914) 323-

5239 

 27
th
 Annual Summer 

Writersõ Week          

June 28-July 2, 2010 

MAJOR SPEAKER: Francine Prose 

Wednesday, June 30
th
, 7:30 PM  

INKWELL Special Event:                

1
St
 ANNUAL LIFETIME ACHIEVE-

MENT AWARD 

GUEST FACULTY:                      

Fiction:  Catherine Lewis         

Nonfiction: Kathy Rich               

Poetry: Kevin Pilkington             

Children's/YA: Polly Shulman  

Screenwriting: Pamela Katz 

Individual Manuscript Consulta-

tion * Editors & Agents Panel 

Special afternoon sessions: Genre 

Fiction Panel;  Comics and the 

Graphic Novel: An Insider’s View; 

The Changing Face of Publishing; 

The Submission Process. 

  Summer Preview 

 

Congratulations to our 

2009 MAW/Inkwell      

Elizabeth McCormack 

Prize Winners 

 

Fiction: Terry Dugan            

For Career Management 

 

Poetry: Kristina Bicher           

For What We Feared  

 

 Each will receive a $200 

award and publication in the 

Spring 2010 issue of Inkwell.  

mailto:sirabiank@mville.edu
mailto:sirabiank@mville.edu


Job Hunting Help 

 

 

Page 3 January, 2010 

 

 
 
 
 

*CUNY, Bronx Community Col-

lege. Lecturer—English. The suc-

cessful candidate will teach compo-

sition, developmental writing, and/

or English as a Second Language. 

Experience in & commitment to 

community college teaching pre-

ferred, as are good interpersonal 

skills. Evening & weekend work 

expected. An earned Master's de-

gree in composition & rhetoric, ap-

plied linguistics, comparative lit-

erature or related field required; as 

is experience in teaching commu-

nity college students in an urban 

setting. Also required is the ability 

to cooperate with others for the 

good of the institution. To apply, 

go to www.cuny.edu, select Ca-

reers at CUNY, then Additional Job 

Postings.  Applicants must attach a 

cover letter, curriculum vita, writ-

ing sample, teaching statement & 

three letters of reference. Closing 

Date: February 12. EOE. (MLA) 

Added 01/04/10 

Editorial Director, Woman's Web-

site. Reporting to the CEO, the Edi-

torial Director will have overall re-

sponsibility for the editorial vision, 

strategy, & daily management of 

the editorial content & team. The 

Editorial Director will: *Develop & 

maintain an editorial strategy that 

includes a combination of editorial 

contributions from partners, blog-

gers, experts, celebrity & in-house 

& freelance staff members. *Act as 

primary liaison between the edito-

rial department, production, ad 

sales, talent, PR, standards & inte-

grated marketing departments to 

develop new content initiatives & 

determine schedule, scope, size & 

editorial direction. *Lead a team of 

freelance editors & expert panel, & 

delegate projects & responsibilities  

 

 

to them based on their strengths, 

workload & skill sets. *Edit all con-

tent on site to make sure it's on 

brand & SEO friendly. Host daily 

Editorial meetings to ensure all 

projects are on-track, on-brand & 

on-budget; establish the online 

production & promotional calen-

dar, & maintain all short- & long-

term edit calendars & documenta-

tion. Required qualifications: 5+ 

years editorial experience in a com-

petitive, deadline-driven media en-

vironment; online editorial experi-

ence ; proven ability to be highly 

motivated, supremely organized & 

relentlessly detail-oriented; strong 

project, content, personnel man-

agement & SEO skills; strong copy 

editing/proofreading experience; 

must be a leader & take-charge 

type of person who is not easily 

overwhelmed by an extremely fast 

moving environment. Desired 

qualifications: radio/Audio editorial 

& production experience; under-

standing of User Generated Con-

tent. Knowledge of the Woman's 

category. Apply at http://

m e d i a b i s t r o . c o m  ( M B ) 

Added 12/14/09 

Executive Editor, Kensington Pub-

lishing. Kensington Publishing is 

seeking an Executive Editor with a 

strong interest in romance and 

women's fiction. Responsibilities 

include overseeing 35-40 romance 

titles a year in mass-market and 

trade paperback, as well as attend-

ing conferences. JScognamig-

lio@kensingtonbooks.com (PM) 

Added 12/16/09 

 

Literary Agency Assistant, Wil-

liam Morris Endeavor Entertain-

ment. Looking for a candidate to 

work as an assistant to the co-head 

of the literary department. The po-

sition requires a passion for great 

writing & for the business of 

books, impeccable organizational 

skills, the ability to prioritize & jug-

gle numerous projects, excellent 

phone manner, outgoing personal-

ity, & top-notch editorial & writing 

skills. Responsibilities range from 

answering phones & tracking con-

tracts & material, to preparing sub-

missions, drafting correspondence, 

& evaluating & editing manuscripts. 

At least a year of prior book pub-

lishing experience a plus. Apply at 

http://mediabistro.com  (MB) 

Added 12/14/09 

Writer/Blogger, Old Masters, New 

Perspectives. Growing website 

that specializes in the art of Old 

Master artists is looking for writ-

ers/bloggers who can give Old 

Master subjects an entertaining & 

prosaic edge. Reviews of exhibi-

tions, art related events, museums, 

& interviews are also areas of inter-

est. For this position we are look-

ing for a college art history major 

or recent graduate who has pol-

ished writing skills, a familiarity 

with the art world, an enthusiasm 

for Old Masters & popular culture. 

We would be looking for about 1-3 

contributions a week, depending 

on their extent, about 5-10 hours 

of time commitment per week at 

$15/hr in cash. Please email a re-

sume & a writing sample to 

james@oldmastersnewperspectives

.com (AW) Added 12/8/09 

  Source:  Associated Writing Pro-

grams (AWP) 

http://www.cuny.edu/
http://mediabistro.com/
http://mediabistro.com/
mailto:JScognamiglio@kensingtonbooks.com
mailto:JScognamiglio@kensingtonbooks.com
http://mediabistro.com/
mailto:james@oldmastersnewperspectives.com
mailto:james@oldmastersnewperspectives.com


    

 Christine Orcha-

nian Adlerõs poem 

“Fool's Gold” was 

accepted by the 

online publication USA Riseup. 

Another poem, “Middle Space,” ap-

peared in the Fall 2009 issue of the 

T i p t o n  P o e t r y  J o u r n a l . 

An article "Common Beats" and an 

essay "Inadvertent Lessons" were 

published in the online magazine 

USARiseup."Just Say No To Home-

work In The Waiting Room" won 

the Housewife Award at Momm-

Said.net and her essay, "Changing 

The Landscape" was published at 

USA RiseUp last week. Christine is a 

2006 MAW graduate. 

Inkwell Editors Nick Aiezza and 

Todd Bowes read their poetry at 

Rhythm, in Norwalk, CT, as part of  

“One Mic Is All I Need”: an eclectic 

evening of poetry, spoken word, 

art & live music. A portion of the 

proceeds will be donated to earth-

quake relief in Haiti . 

“Through the Looking Glass,” a 

poem by Cathy Allman, MAW’01, 

will appear in the California Quar-

terly (CQ36/1). 

 Jean Aloe has been elected to 

membership in the National League 

of American PEN Women; and, 

starting in January 2010, will be 

reading and discussing poetry at  a 

women's medium security prison 

as a member of the Poetry Caravan. 

Two essays by 1998 MAW graduate 

Anthony DeGregorio, "Ohio," and 

"Mourning Sunday" have been 

awarded First Prize and Honorable 

Mention respectively in the 2009 

Soul Making Literary Competition. 

"Ohio" was originally written for a 

class with Catherine Henningsen. 

Both won in the Linda Joy Myers 

Memoir Prize category. 

The History of Puerto Rico, by MAW 

alum Lisa Pierce Flores, was pub-

lished by Greenwood Press in De-

cember. It's available at Ama-

zon.com and BarnesandNoble.com. 

Karen Gormandy and Karen Sira-

bian facilitated a community dis-

cussion and  response to Dr. King’s 

Letter from Birmingham Jail at the 

Hudson River Museum;  See Karen 

Gormandy’s thought-provoking 

conversation on race on the MAW 

Blog 

www.manhattanvillewriters.wordpr

ess.com 

Faculty member and poet Kevin 

Pilkington was joined by Shelley 

Stenhouse and Iris Lee/Norman 

Taffel at the Cornelia Street Café 

Poetry Reading in NYC. 

Poet and guest faculty member 

Dianalee Velie, MAW ’98, was in-

vited to Cortona, Italy, for a multi-

media reception celebrating her 

third volume of poetry, “The Many 

Roads to Paradise,” which has re-

cently been translated into Italian. 

The event featured readings of her 

poetry in both Italian and English, 

with musical accompaniment writ-

ten specifically for the pieces pre-

sented. The event was filmed and 

carried on Italian television.  

 3rd Annual James J. Nicholson Po-

litical Poetry Prize 

Adult Category.  Open to all West-

chester County , NY residents age 

18 and older. Judge: Ken Waldman.  

Prize $500 for best poem. Top 

poem will be published in the Pel-

ham Weekly with reading/reception 

at the Town of Pelham Public Li         

br         Library. Submit one unpub-

lished political poem only. For 

complete submission guidelines go 

t o w w w . p e l h a m l i b r a r y . o r g /

poetry.html. Inaccurate submis-

sions will be disqualified. Deadline: 

Mon. February 15, 2010.   

Umbrella Factory Magazine is com-

mitted to providing a forum for the 

work of established and developing 

writers. The deadline for the inau-

gural issue is February 25, 2010. 

For submission guidelines or fur-

ther inquiries, please contact 

mark@umbrellafactorymagazine.co

m or visit our web-     site at 

www.umbrellafactorymagazine.co

m. 
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Some Submission Deadlines to Consider 

Let us know what you’ve been up 

to!  Send your news and accom-

plishments to Inkblot Editor, Cindy 

Catterson at Cindy1h@aol.com 

 

òThe original writer is not 

one who imitates nobody, 

but one whom nobody can 

imitate.ó 

Francois Rene de  

Chateaubriand  

http://www.manhattanvillewriters.wordpress.com
http://www.manhattanvillewriters.wordpress.com

